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The Roman Art and Architecture
The Main Characteristics Of The Roman Art And Architecture From The Empire, Beginning 509 BCE Through The 337 CE, Until The Death Of Constantine
Similarities
   During both the Roman Empire through to the reign of the Constantine, the Mosaic features or art and architecture were incorporated into the Roman artworks. According to Gardener, De la Croix and Tansey (1975), the Church of Hagia Sophia in Constantinople had around 10, 000 workers and artisans who applied the skills they acquired from the East. At the same time, the Emperor advised the application of some mosaic artistry in the construction of the city of Ravenna. 
   Both the roman art during the era of the Roman Empire through to the Constantine era was used to bring about certain themes. Such themes include lifestyles, mythological beliefs, and animals. For example, there is a famous art of the wedding of Zephyrus and Chloris (54-68 AD, Pompeian Fourth Style) which had painted of the architectural panels from the Casa Del Naviglio (Gardener, De la Croix & Tansey, 1975). This art shows the lifestyle of the people and how they conducted their wedding ceremonies.
Differences
[bookmark: _GoBack] The Roman Empire art was characterized by the mosaic thinking which prompted the artists of this era to use mosaic ceilings and funeral sculptures and floor works based on the mosaic culture as well. However, with the emergence of the Constantine which was marked by the movement of the Roman Empire’s capital to Byzantium, the Romans adopted the Eastern artistry (Gardener, De la Croix & Tansey, 1975). The Byzantine style of the late Roman Empire was majorly characterized by the Eastern modes of art and architecture.

Formats Used To Represent Men and Women in Roman Art
    The Roman wall painting of the Pompeii Herculaneum portrays an image of how the residents (both men and women) are sophistically and decently dressed. This insinuates the wealthy residents’ lifestyle during the 200 BC-AD 79 9 (Gardener, De la Croix & Tansey, 1975). Religion was also used to represent images. For example, the Roman Mosaic of female athletes playing ball at the Villa Romana del Casale of the Piazza in Armerina, of the Roman Sicily, dated the 4th century AD. The image was used as a religious image on the walls of churches to teach people how harmonious the Mosaic Law was.
Architectural Innovations Attributed To Roman Engineers
    The development of landscapes which incorporate perspective techniques is a key innovation of the roman painting. These techniques involved surface texturing, shading and beautiful coloration which were all applied using a well-developed scale. Roman engineers also innovated the use of concrete for building (Gardener, De la Croix & Tansey (1975). The Romans not only used concrete for a fortification but also monumental buildings and attractiveness. The Colosseum whose construction was completed in 80 AD incorporated all the three roman engineering efficiency techniques and architectural orders.
   The use of the arch was also the Roman engineers’ innovation. The innovation is known for the quality and uniqueness of the designs used to construct the Pantheon, the Baths of Caracalla and the Baths of Diocletian (Gardener, De la Croix & Tansey (1975). These buildings were dedicated to the gods and were very significant and symbolic to the Romans. The use of Dome is also very unique of the Roman engineers as it enabled them to have vaulted ceilings put up as well as large buildings which were used as public places and complexes.

Other Cultures That Influenced Roman Art and Architecture
     According to Gardener, De la Croix and  Tansey (1975), the Roman art borrows from the Egyptian visual culture, some native italic traits but still very stylistic eclecticism which practically applied Roman creativity and artistry. The Greek culture also greatly influenced the roman culture as most Roman artists originated from Greece and its colonies. The roman books and teachings also depict how the Greece culture made its way into the Roman culture and even influenced its art (Gardener, De la Croix & Tansey (1975). The vase arts used by roman architectures including the roman architectural sculptures were all developed by the Greeks. The Roman architectural concepts like those of mathematical accuracies and oil colors all originated from the Greek artists.
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